
 

Art Curriculum Overview 

Art & Design National Curriculum 

Key stage 1  

Pupils should be taught:   

● To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

● To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

● To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space   

● About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices 

and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

 

Key stage 2  

Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an 

increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  

Pupils should be taught:   

● To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas   

● To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for 

example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

● About great artists, architects and designers in history.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art Curriculum Overview 
Art Glossary  

There are 7 elements of art that children should be exposed to and encouraged to use and discuss. The visual components of colour, form, line, 

shape, space, texture, and value/tone.  

 

Colour  
Colour is the element of art that is produced when light, striking an object, is reflected back to the eye. There are three properties to colour. The 

first is hue, which simply means the name we give to a colour (red, yellow, blue, green, etc.). The second property is intensity, which refers to the 

vividness of the colour. A colour’s intensity is sometimes referred to as its “colourfulness”, its “saturation”, its “purity” or its “strength”. The third 

and final property of colour is its value, meaning how light or dark it is. The terms shade and tint refer to value changes in colours. In painting, 

shades are created by adding black to a colour, while tints are created by adding white to a colour.  

Shape and Form  
The form of a work is its shape, including its volume or perceived volume. A three-dimensional artwork has depth as well as width and height. Three-

dimensional form is the basis of sculpture. However, two-dimensional artwork can achieve the illusion of form with the use of perspective and/or 

shading or modelling techniques. Formalism is the analysis of works by their form or shapes in art history or archaeology. describes volume and mass.  

Line  
Lines and curves are marks that span a distance between two points (or the path of a moving point). As an element of visual art, line is the use of 

various marks, outlines, and implied lines during artwork and design. A line has a width, direction, and length. A line's width is most times called its 

"thickness". Lines are sometimes called "strokes", especially when referring to lines in digital artwork. point that moves through space  

Space  
Space is any conducive area that an artist provides for a particular purpose. Space includes the background, foreground and middle ground, and 

refers to the distances or area(s) around, between, and within things. There are two kinds of space: negative space and positive space. Negative 

space is the area in between, around, through or within an object. Positive spaces are the areas that are occupied by an object and/or form.  

Texture  
Texture, another element of art, is used to describe how something feels or looks. e.g. her hair was smooth. Smooth is a texture, same as bumpy, 

hard, light, clear, rough and many more. way something feels. can be simulated or real.  

Value/Tone 

Value is the degree of lightness and darkness in a colour. The difference in values is called contrast. Value can relate to shades, where 

a colour gets darker by adding black to it (shade), or tints, where a colour gets lighter by adding white to it. 
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Year 

group: 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

EYFS Continuous provision and opportunities for learning across the year linked to the EYFS skills  
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Year group: Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Year 1 Art Focus Area: Seasons 

Link Artist: Arcimboldi 

Outcome: Develop skills in shape, colour, line and space. 

Art Focus Area: Computing link – 

digital art 

Link artist: Themselves! 

Outcome: Develop skills in shape, 

tone, form and texture. 

 

Art Focus Area: Forest School 

Link Artist: Andy Goldsworthy 

Outcome: Develop skills in line, shape, colour 

and texture. 

Year 2 Art Focus area: Great Fire of London and The bonfire plot 

Link Artist: Turner and Van Gogh 

Outcome: develop skills in colour, space, line and space. 

 

Art Focus area: Robot Sculptures 

Link Artist: Michelle Reader 

Outcome: develop skills in space, 

texture, shape and form. 

Art Focus area: Pointillism 

Link Artist: Seurat 

Outcome: develop skills in space and colour, 

value/tone. 

 

Year 3 Art Focus area: Prehistoric art  

Link Artist: Cave paintings from around the world, create 

woolly mammoth 

Outcome: Develop skills in line, tone/value,  

 

Art focus area: Around the world 

(exploring Sculpture) 

Link Artist:  

Outcome: Develop skills in shape, 

space and texture. 

Art Focus area: Coil jars  

Link Artist:  

Outcome: Develop skills in space and colour, 

value/tone. 

 

Year 4 Art Focus area: Ancient Greece (printing vase) 

Link Artist:  

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, texture and tone/value. 

Art Focus area: People 

Link Artist: Giaocemetti 

Outcome: Develop skills in line, space 

and texture 

 

Art Focus area: Roman Mosaics 

Link Artist: Gaudi 

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, shape and 

texture, 

Year 5 Art Focus area: Anglo- Saxons and Vikings (tessellation) 

Link Artist: MC Escher 

Outcome: Develop skills in colour and shape. 

 

Art Focus area: Volcanoes 

Link Artist: Joseph Wright 

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, 

shape, line, texture and tone/value. 

 

Art Focus area:  

Link Artist: LS Lowry 

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, space, 

shape and line. 

 

Year 6 Art Focus area: WW2 Blitz (portraits and landscapes) 

Link Artist: Atkinson Grimshaw  

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, shape & form, line, space 

and texture. 

Art Focus area: Pop art 

Link Artist: Andy Warhol 

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, 

shape & form, line and tone/value. 

 

Art Focus area: Graffiti Art – Crime and 

punishment 

Link Artist: Banksy art 

Outcome: Develop skills in colour, line, shape 

& form, space, and texture. 


